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Wes Whiteside—Species Information Sheet 
I. Nomenclature 
 
Family: Betulaceae  
 
Genus Species(Authority): Ostrya virginiana (Mill.) K. Koch 
 
Subspecies/Variety(Authority):  
 
Cultivar:  
 
Common Name: Hophornbeam 
 
II. Origin (country and/or habitat) 
 
Native/Rare     Native/Uncommon     Old World/Rare      Old 
World/Uncommon 
 
Ostrya virginiana occurs on dry woodland slopes in its natural range from 
Crook County of northeastern most Wyoming, and east throughout nearly the 
rest of North America, with exception of Newfoundland and Labrador in 
Canada (Dirr 1998, USDA 2011).  
 
 
 
 
III. Habit 
 
Tree   Shrub    Vine   
 
Herbaceous Annual Herbaceous Biennial  Herbaceous 
Perennial 
 
Flowering Season: April- early May 
 
Flower Color: Greenish catkins 
 
Fruit Type: Nutlet 
 
IV. Source of Plant Material 
 From where or whom obtained and when: Small seedlings of Ostrya 
virginiana were collected locally in the wild by Dr. Whiteside near Lakeview 
Park by Charleston Lake in Charleston, Illinois, for the original plant. The 
original plant has since produced seedlings. 
 
 
Propagule Material: 
 
Seed   Vegetative  Whole Plant 
Details: 
 
Availability: Rarely available in cultivation, but plentiful in the wild 
 
 
 
V. Cultural 
 
Special Soil Type: Average 
 
Soil Moisture: Wet  Mesic  Dry  Other  
 
 
  
VI. Additional Comments 
Ostrya virginiana is rarely used in cultivation. Dr. Whiteside regards it as a 
handsome small tree that would be ideal in smaller yards and under power lines but 
is underused in these appropriate situations. 
 
 
 
VII. Literature Cited 
Dirr, M. A. 1998. Manual of Woody Landscape Plants :Their Identification, Ornamental 
Characteristics, Culture, Propagation and Uses. Champaign, IL: Stipes 
Publishing L. L. C.. 
USDA, NRCS. 2011. The PLANTS Database (http://plants.usda.gov, 20 October 2011). 
National Plant Data Team, Greensboro, NC 27401-4901 USA. 


 
